SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION FOR ACQUISITION UNDER THE 

SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION THRESHOLD

1.  Contracting Agency and Activity. The Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, Reston Acquisition Branch, plans to contract on a sole source basis.  This document sets forth the justification and approval as required by FAR 13.106-1(b)(1).
2.  Nature of Action Being Approved.  Identify the nature and/or description of the action being approved (i.e., new contract, modification, follow-on contract, and duration.  Identify the name of the proposed awardee.
3.  Description of Supplies or Services.  Provide a description of the supplies or services required to meet the agency's needs.  Identify the requiring program office.

4.  Estimated Dollar Value.  State the estimated dollar value of the action being approved including all options.

5.  Statutory Authority.  The proposed action may be awarded on a sole source basis under the authority of FAR 13.106-1(b)(1) – only one source reasonably available.
6.  Rationale Supporting Use of Citation in No. 5.  Demonstrate that the proposed contractor's unique qualifications, unique product features, or nature of the acquisition requires use of the authority cited. 

a.  In supporting the sole source for supplies and equipment, provide a description of unique capabilities of equipment, software and the performance requirement that mandates such a feature.

b.  In supporting the sole source for services, describe the unique qualifications, and/or facilities available from only proposed source.  It is not sufficient to demonstrate that a firm is exceptionally well qualified, or even the best qualified.  The justification must demonstrate that no one else can satisfactorily perform the required service or study. 

7.  Other Information.  Provide any other facts supporting the justification for a sole source acquisition, such as: 

a.  For follow-on acquisitions, provide 1) an estimate of the cost to the Government that would be duplicated and how the estimate was derived, and/or 2) a discussion of unacceptable delays in fulfilling the Government's need that would be incurred if award was made to another source. 

b.  Discuss how control of secret processes, patent or data rights precludes competition, including the feasibility of purchasing necessary rights to permit development of competitive sources. 
8.  The Efforts to Identify Additional Sources Including the Market Research Conducted.
a.  State the results of market research.  Market research may include reviews of industry publications, commercial directories, Government source lists, contacts with other potential commercial or Governmental customers to identify sources known to them, or other steps taken to identify and encourage potential competitive sources. 

b.  If market research was not conducted, include the reasons for it not being conducted.

d.  Include a statement that the acquisition has been or will be synopsized in Fedbizopps (FBO) as required by FAR 5.201.
9.  Future Plans to Permit Competition.  State what actions, if any, the Government can take to remove or overcome barriers to competition before any subsequent acquisition for the required supplies or services, such as: 

a.  Using this non-competitive procurement as a bridge to provide time to develop competitive specifications for a future competitive procurement.  Include target date for completing the competitive specifications.

If this procurement is expected to be a one-time requirement, include a statement explaining that action to increase future competition is not required because there are no planned acquisitions for or related to this requirement, and none are likely to develop. 
10.  Recommendation and Certification from Program Office 
Based on the above, I recommend this acquisition be conducted on a sole source basis. 
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