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BUREAU LABORATORIES FEE-FOR-SERVICE
The objective of the Bureau Laboratories fee-for-service activity is to provide a mechanism for reimbursing all approved laboratories for fee-based services performed for all USGS Disciplines and for USGS customers, including those from other Federal, State, and local agencies; private entities; and international agencies. 

The Bureau laboratories fee-for-service activity includes a variety of laboratory activities within the USGS.  Currently approved laboratory activities are identified below.  All services are provided on a reimbursement basis, with the price of each analysis calculated to cover all direct and indirect costs associated with those analyses (in compliance with SM 501.1 3 Definitions).

Background.  

1.  Eastern Region Water Research Laboratories.  

(a)  Reston Stable Isotope Laboratory (RSIL).  The Water Discipline gathers data for determining the stable hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, and sulfur isotopic composition of environmental and biological materials.  These determinations are used by hydrologists, chemists, biologists, and other professional to investigate biological, hydrological, and environmental problems.  These efforts are often complex and lengthy in nature.  The samples provided by the RSIL are logged into a database and billed according to an approved fee schedule.  The actual service provided by the laboratory is performed over a period of time, which is determined by workload and complexity of required work.  Due to the fluctuations of workload, laboratory services are sometimes performed in overlapping fiscal years.  Additional information can be found on the RSIL Web site at http://isotopes.usgs.gov.

(b)  Reston Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) Laboratory.  The Water Discipline gathers data on the concentrations of CFCs, SF6, dissolved gases, and tritium and helium-3 in various water sources throughout the United States.  These data are used by hydrologists, chemists, biologists, and other professionals to trace sources of water in aquifers, to determine the age of parcels of water from aquifers, and to investigate biological, hydrological, and environmental problems.  These efforts are often complex and lengthy in nature. The analyses provided by the CFC Laboratory are logged into a database and billed according to an approved fee schedule.  The actual service provided by the laboratory is performed over a period of time, which is determined by workload and complexity of required work.  Due to the fluctuations of workload, laboratory services are sometimes performed in overlapping fiscal years.  Additional information can be found on the CFC Laboratory Web site at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/lab.
(c)  Reston Molecular and Environmental Microbiology Laboratory.  The Water Discipline gathers data for determining the role of bacteria in aquatic environments, specifically measuring total aquatic and sediment bacterial cell numbers, the abundance of sulfate and iron reducing bacteria, denitrifiers, nitrifiers, methanotrophs, methanogens, specific dechlorinating microorganisms (Dehalococcoides, Dehalobacter, vinyl chloride reducers), and the microbially mediated methanogenic potential of coal seams.  In addition, data is gathered on the abundance of Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, and the distribution of various species of Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV).  These determinations are used by hydrologists, chemists, geologists, biologists, and other professional to investigate biological, hydrological, and environmental problems.  These efforts are often complex and lengthy in nature.  The samples provided by the RMEML are logged into a database and billed according to an approved price schedule.  The actual performance of the service provided by the RMEML is accomplished over a period of time and is determined by workload and complexity of required work.  Due to the fluctuations of workload, laboratory services are sometimes performed overlapping 2 fiscal years.  Additional information can be found on the RMEML Web site at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/microbiology/index.html.


Responsibilities.  

1.  The Associate Director/Regional Directors (AD/RDs) are responsible for the following:

(a)  Providing the laboratory chiefs and staff with guidance on policies and procedures related to laboratory fee-based services and periodically reviewing the Bureau laboratory activities for compliance with these policies and procedures.

(b)  Providing internal reports and financial plans to the Bureau Budget Officer on the operation and financial condition of the laboratory fee-for-service activity.

(c)  Providing oversight, including fee schedules and other necessary documents, for the laboratory fee-for-service activity.
(d)  Annual review and validation of the Schedule of Open Orders and Accumulated Balances.
2.  The Laboratory Chiefs (approving officials) are responsible for the following:

(a)  Complying with the policies and procedures of the laboratory fee-for-service activity and notifying the AD/RDs of any discrepancies or problems.

(b)  Developing the annual operating budget for the Bureau laboratory fee-for-service activity.

(c)  Certifying that funds are available prior to the approval of an investment expenditure request.

(d)  Preparing necessary financial reports.

(e)  Maintaining all necessary documentation for the Bureau laboratory fee-for-service activity.

(f)  Reviewing and developing annual fee schedules.

Note: Procedures are detailed in Chapter 19 of the Financial Operating Procedures Handbook.
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