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EQUIPMENT INVESTMENTS
The equipment investments provide a means to invest funds for equipment too costly to acquire in a single fiscal year.  The acquisition, replacement, and/or augmentation of scientific equipment, motor vehicles, and other equipment is a long-term process and may require a substantial investment greater than annual appropriations can handle.  These investments provide a workable mechanism for establishing an efficient, effective, and economic program to meet existing and future USGS equipment needs in support of programs and for reducing significant one-time outlays.  The Financial Operating Procedures (FOP) Handbook lists the approved Federal Supply Group (FSG) program codes for equipment that may be funded through equipment investment contributions
It is imperative that expenses charged to the WCF align with the intent of the investment plan (IP).  Examples of inappropriate charges include, but are not limited to, maintenance contracts, supplies and materials, and travel.  WCF investment funds can be used to pay for equipment freight and shipping expenses as part of the total purchase of equipment.  

The responsibilities and procedures stated in SM 335.6 and the FOP apply to any equipment investment .  The IP must clearly identify specific equipment needs and estimated costs to support the contributions for equipment investments.  (See the FOP for detailed descriptions.)  A separate IP is required for each FSG program code.
Ownership of equipment purchased by these investments will remain in the Working Capital Fund.  The proceeds from the sale of WCF equipment will remain in the equipment investment component, excluding vehicles (see SM 338.9 for additional information).  The cost center will need to generate a new or revised IP for new or replacement equipment.
Note: Procedures are detailed in Chapter 19 of the Financial Operating Procedures Handbook.
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