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U.S. Department of the Interior
Report of Invention
Notice:  This report is an important legal document, and should be read carefully before filling in data. The report and memoranda or correspondence concerning it are to be considered as confidential documents. Where necessary, use additional sheets to complete entries, identify with specific item designations as indicated on this form, and attach.
I. Inventor's Identification (1). (If there are more than two inventors attach information on additional sheet.)
Inventor's Identification (2).
II. Identification of the Invention
III. Probable Utilization of the Invention
FOR SOLICITOR'S OFFICE USE
U.S. Department of the Interior
Report of Invention
IV. Detailed Technical Description of the Invention. (This description should be concise and include the following.)
D. Respond to this part on separate sheets as enclosures to be attached hereto. Give explanation of a specific embodiment of the invention:
 
1.  Include therein the theory of the operation of the invention.
2.  In a mechanical or electrical invention give a detailed description by reference to a sketch or drawing. All component parts of 
     the apparatus must be labeled and the description keyed thereto.
3.  In a process or chemical composition, include the extreme and preferred ranges of condition (e.g., temperature,  pressure, 
     ratio of components, voltage, current, etc.) and alternate or equivalent materials which may be employed.
4.  Include any additional material such as photographs, reports, publications, and refer to texts or other informational material 
     which may be helpful to an understanding of the invention.
E. Alternate embodiments of the invention including specific examples. To the extent found to be appropriate, follow the instructions given in regard to D above
U.S. Department of the Interior
Report of Invention
Attached hereto and comprising a part of this disclosure are              supplemental pages.
Certification of Inventor(s)
I certify that the invention disclosed herein is the         sole         joint invention of the undersigned and that above statements and answers are true to the best knowledge and belief of the undersigned.
Certification of Witness(es)
I certify that the invention described herein as has been read and is understood by me.
Section V. Summary Record of the Invention
Provide only the information requested. Do not submit records to which reference is made.
The making of an invention generally involves its conception followed by a series of acts which establish the correctness or operativeness of the idea. Depending upon the nature of the invention, these acts may involve any one or all of the following: The making of sketches, drawings, written description, the making and testing of a model, the carrying out of a process, or the production of a composition of matter.
 
A. CONCEPTION
Conception occurs when the essential elements of the invention in its operable and practicable form are fully disclosed in an oral description, in a written description, sketches, or drawings in such manner that the invention could be produced or practiced from them without the exercise of further inventive skill by a person who is skilled in the field to which the invention relates, and usually before the invention was physically tried out or produced in model form or a composition of matter was produced:
B. REDUCTION TO PRACTICE Reduction to practice occurs when a full scale working model or a prototype of the invention is made and operated as planned, or if the invention is a process, the process was tried out successfully, or if the invention is a composition of matter, the composition is actually produced.
Section VI. Rights to the Invention
Introduction.
 
A.         Determination of rights:
Under Executive Order 10096, January 23, 1950, as amended by Executive Order 10930, March 24, 1961, 43 CFR 6A, and 37 CFR 501 whenever an invention is made by an employee of the Department of the Interior, the employee may request a determination of the rights in the invention as between the Government and the inventor. There are three ways in which rights may be allocated: (1) the inventor may be entitled to all rights and the Government to none (in which event the inventor is not required to grant any rights to the Government); (2) the Government may be entitled to a license permitting it to practice the invention and the inventor entitled to all commercial rights (in which event the inventor is required to grant a license to the Government); (3) the Government may be entitled to all rights and the inventor to none (in which event the inventor is required to assign the invention to the Government).
 
B.         Foreign filing:
Where the Government is entitled to all domestic rights in an invention it also acquired an option to secure foreign protection. The inventor will obtain the right to file in foreign countries if the Government determines not to exercise this option to file abroad, or permits the option to lapse in regards to any foreign country by not filing or otherwise seeking protection of the invention within 6 months from the time a domestic application on the invention is filed.
 
C.         Patent application filed by Government where inventor retains title:
Separate and distinct from the determination of rights, and even though it may appear that the inventor is entitled to all rights in the invention, the inventor may agree to license to the Government the right to practice the invention in return for which the Government will prosecute an application for a patent on the invention at no expense to the inventor, provided the Government is sufficiently interested in the invention.
DESIGNATION BY INVENTOR IN RESPECT TO RIGHTS IN THE INVENTION  After carefully studying the provisions of 37 CFR 501.4, 501.5, 501.6, 501.7, 501.8, and 501.9 the inventor should review the matter of his rights in the invention and indicate his wishes therein by selecting one of the options (1), (2), or (3), which follow. By signing below, you (the inventor(s)) represent and warrant that you have read and fully understand the terms and provisions hereof, have had an opportunity to review this Report with legal counsel, and have executed this Report based upon your own judgment and advice of independent legal counsel (if sought). By signing below, you also certify that all statements and information provided on this form are accurate and complete to the best of your knowledge and belief and that you are duly authorized to certify the statements and information provided on this form.
(1) 	If the inventor is willing to voluntarily assign all rights (foreign and domestic) in the invention to the Government, he should place his  	signature, as indicated, after the following statement:  	I am (We are) willing to assign to the United States Government the entire rights, title, and interest in and to the above-identified and  	described invention.
Signature(s) of the Inventor(s)
(2) 	If the inventor is willing to assign to the Government the domestic rights only, and desires to retain foreign rights, he should place his  	signature as indicated, after the following statement:  	I am (We are) willing to assign to the United States the entire domestic rights, title, and interest in and to the above-identified and  	described invention, and wish to retain the foreign rights thereto.
(3)	If the inventor is not willing to voluntarily assign at least domestic rights in the invention to the Government, a determination of rights  	will be made as provided for in the orders and regulations identified above upon consideration of the information provided by the  	Invention Rights Questionnaire (Form No. DI-1218) attached hereto. Please check and sign below.
In the event the inventor retains title pursuant to such determination, the Government may file a patent application on the invention at its own expense for the inventor at his request if he agrees to grant the Government a royalty-free license to practice the invention for all government purposes, as explained in paragraph C above. Please check and sign below.
Signature(s) of the Inventor(s)
Signature(s) of the Inventor(s)
Section 501.4 directs the Department of the Interior (“Agency” or “Government”) to determine the respective rights of the Government and the employee in his invention. Section 501.5 directs the Agency to designate a liaison officer (“Solicitor”) to represent the Agency before the Under Secretary of Commerce for Technology (“Secretary”).   Section 501.6 prescribe rules applicable in making the determination of rights in the invention. Under these rules all rights are obtained by the Government if the invention was made (a) during the employee's working hours, or (b) with a contribution by the Government of facilities, equipment, materials, funds, or information, or time or services of other Government employees on official duty, or (c) if the invention bears a direct relation to or is made in consequence of the official duties of the inventor. When the Government's contributions, as measured by the aforementioned criteria, are insufficient equitably to justify requiring all rights to go to the Government, or the Government has insufficient interest in the invention to obtain all rights (although it is entitled to all rights), the Solicitor is authorized to leave the title to the invention in the employee, subject to a reservation to the Government of a nonexclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free license in the invention with power to grant licenses for all governmental purposes.  In applying the rules under section 501.6, there is a presumption that the invention belongs to the Government if the employee-inventor is assigned to invent or improve anything, to conduct or perform research or development work or both, to supervise, direct, coordinate, or review Government-sponsored research, development work, or both, or acts in a liaison capacity among Government or nongovernmental agencies or individuals engaged in such research or development work. When the work of the employee-inventor does not involve making inventions or improvements, research or development work, or both, as explained above, there is a presumption that the title to the invention remains with the employee-inventor, and the Government is entitled to only a suitable license in the invention. However, subject to applicable law, section 501.6 also allows either presumption to be rebutted by a showing of the facts and circumstances in the case, and a determination that these facts and circumstances justify leaving all rights to the invention in the employee-inventor. In any case where the Government neither (a) obtains all domestic rights to the invention, nor (b) reserves a nonexclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free license in the invention, with power to grant licenses for all governmental purposes, the Solicitor, subject to applicable law, shall leave all rights in and to the invention to the employee-inventor.
Section 501.7 requires the Agency to notify the employee of its determination. In cases where the Government's interest in the invention is insufficient, the Agency may impose on the employee any one or all of the following conditions or any other conditions that may be necessary in a particular case: (1) that a patent application be filed in the US and/or abroad, if the Government has determined that it has or may need to practice the invention; (2) that the invention not be assigned to any foreign-owned or controlled corporation without the written permission of the agency; and (3) that any assignment or license of rights to use or sell the invention in the US shall contain a requirement that any products embodying the invention or produced through the use of the invention be substantially manufactured in the US. The Agency shall notify the employee of any conditions imposed.   Section 501.8 provides for a procedure whereby any employee aggrieved by an Agency's determination, may obtain a review of the determination by filing within 30 days after receiving notice of such determination, two copies of a timely request by the employee appealing the Agency's determination with the Under Secretary of Commerce for Technology (“Secretary”). All submissions or inquiries should be directed to Mark Madsen, Intellectual Property Counsel for Technology Transfer for National Institute of Standards and Technology, telephone number 301-975-2137, Mail Stop 1052, U.S. Department of Commerce, Gaithersburg, MD 20899. The Agency shall transmit a copy of the report detailing the facts and circumstances to the employee and Secretary upon receipt of the appeal. The employee has 25 days to respond to the report submitted by the Solicitor or to request an oral hearing. The Secretary shall consider the facts and issue a decision on the matter. After the expiration of a time set for a reconsideration of the decision of the Secretary, the decision becomes final. 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