USGS Gift Acceptance Authority 
The USGS has broad authority to accept gifts, including money and personal property, so long as the gifts are unsolicited and freely given. Such gifts are accepted by the USGS and not individual employees. Contributions are accepted via Contribution Report Form 9-3089. See SM Chapter 500.19, Contributions and Grants to USGS From Private Sources for further information. 
Checks may not be written to individual employees, only the USGS may accept gifts under this authority. USGS personnel may not "sign over" or endorse a check for deposit into a USGS account. 
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