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Title: Geologic Overview and Mineral Resource Assessment of the Bureau of Land Management and 
U.S. Forest Service Sagebrush Focal Areas of Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming. 
 
Subject and Purpose: This report provides a geologic overview, a mineral resource assessment for 
locatable minerals, and an evaluation of leaseable and saleable minerals of over 10 million acres of 
sagebrush habitat for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS), 
covering the Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFAs) of Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming. 
The SFAs contain lands that have been proposed for withdrawal (“withdrawal areas”) from mineral 
entry, excluding those lands with valid existing mineral claims pursuant to United States mining laws. 
An additional 39,488 acres of sagebrush habitat in Nevada (termed the “Nevada additions”) were 
subsequently proposed by the State of Nevada for consideration of mineral withdrawal and this 
evaluation is also included in the report. The report is an outgrowth of the USGS Sagebrush Mineral 
Resource Assessment (SaMiRA) Project funded by the BLM. Concurrent with a September 2015 
decision by the FWS that the greater sage-grouse did not warrant protection under the Endangered 
Species Act, the BLM and USFS finalized land use plans for Federal lands for the SFAs across the six 
states covered in the SaMiRA Project study area. The BLM and USFS land use plans outline 
management practices aimed at conserving viable sagebrush habitats that support the greater sage-
grouse across the SFAs. This report was requested to inform the National Environmental Policy Act 
process and environmental impact statement preparation by the BLM and to aid in the long-term 
management of this important landscape. The report will be released as a USGS Scientific 
Investigations Report series information product. Additionally, separate geospatial information system 
(GIS) data products that accompany each of the four planned mineral resource assessment chapters 
in the report will also be released. The GIS data products will identify the mineral deposit type, 
locatable mineral commodities, and the potential and level of certainty for each of the uniquely 
identified assessment tracts for locatable minerals. 
 
Impact of Dissemination: This information product is considered by the USGS to be Influential 
Scientific Information. 
 
Timing of Review (Including Deferrals): May - June 2016. Deferrals are not anticipated at this 
time. 
 
Manner of Review, Selection of Reviewers, and Nomination Process: The review will be 
conducted via individual letters to the peer reviewers. USGS will select the peer reviewers pursuant to 
Survey Manual chapter 502.3 –Fundamental Science Practices: Peer Review 
(http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/500/502-3.html). 
 
Expected Number of Reviewers: Anticipates a total of approximately 12 reviewers  for the report 
(2 reviewers for each for planned chapters A, D, and E; and 3 reviewers for planned chapters B and 
C) and 3 reviewers for the accompanying GIS data products. 
 
Requisite Expertise: Regional geology, igneous petrology, structural geology, and economic 
geology. 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: No opportunity for public comment is formally incorporated for 
this product. 
 
Agency Contact: peer_review_agenda@usgs.gov.  
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