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U.S. Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Coast
Sea Turtle Habitat Areas - Nesting Beaches

GULF 
OF MEXICO0 50 100

Miles

0 100 20050
Kilometers

1. Alabama Sea Turtle Conservation Program http://www.alabamaseaturtles.com 
2. Davis, G.E. and M.C. Whiting. 1977. Loggerhead sea turtle nesting in Everglades National Park, USA. Herpetologica 33:18-28. 
3. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, Marine Turtle Program. Loggerhead Nesting in Florida. http://research.myfwc.com/features/view_article.asp?id=11812
4. Florida Mote Marine Lab. Data accessed May 18, 2010 via:  http://www.seaturtle.org/nestdb/
5. Georgia DNR Sea Turtle Conservation Program. Data accessed May 18, 2010 via:  http://www.seaturtle.org/nestdb/
6. Hart, K. 2010. USGS. Personal Communication.
7. Hoggard, W. 1991. First recorded turtle nesting on Mississippi's man-made beach. Marine Turtle Newsletter, 52: 11-12.
8. North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission Sea Turtle Project. Data accessed May 18, 2010 via:  http://www.seaturtle.org/nestdb/
9. Seney, E.E. and A.M. Landry Jr. 2008. Movements of Kemp’s ridley sea turtles nesting on upper Texas coast: implications for management. Endangered Species Research, 4: 73-84.
10. Shaver, D.J. and C.W. Cailloue3t Jr. 1998. More Kemp's Ridley turtles return to south Texas to nest. Marine Turtle Newsletter, 82: 1-5.
11. South Carolina DNR Sea Turtle Conservation Program. Data accessed May 18, 2010 via:  http://www.seaturtle.org/nestdb/
12. Texas A&M University at Galveston. Data accessed May 18, 2010 via:  http://www.seaturtle.org/nestdb/
13. USGS                      14. NOAA

!. Approx. wellhead location
Turtle nesting beaches

Of the seven species of sea turtles, six are found in U.S. waters: green, hawksbill, Kemp's ridley, leatherback, loggerhead, and olive ridley. All 
sea turtles require sandy upland habitat for nesting, and individual females lay multiple clutches of eggs during a single nesting season. 
However, females do not necessarily lay eggs every year; some turtles return 1-3 years later to lay eggs on the same nesting beaches on which 
they themselves were born. Nesting season generally runs from March through October. This map depicts nesting beaches in relation to 
the BP Deepwater Horizon oil wellhead.
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This map is preliminary, for informational purposes only.


