MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE

NEW MEXICO INSTITUTE OF MINING AND

TECHNOLOGY
AND THE
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
1.
Purpose

The purpose of this Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is to provide a mechanism to foster interaction, cooperation and coordination between the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology (NMT) through the National Cave and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  Annexes will be developed under this MOA expressing mutual agreement for cooperation and communication between NCKRI and organizational or program units of the USGS.  The Director of the USGS will serve as the point of contact for this MOA and the Executive Director of NCKRI will serve as the NMT/NCKRI point of contact.

2. 
Background



a.
Purpose and Mission of the USGS

The USGS serves the Nation by providing reliable scientific information to describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. The authority of the USGS to enter into this MOA is 43 U.S.C. 36c.



b.
Purpose and Mission of NCKRI

In 1998, Congress created NCKRI via Public Law 105-325, 16 U.S.C. §4310.  as a Federal institute within the U.S. National Park Service.  In 2006, NCKRI changed to a non-profit corporation to boost its ability in creating partnerships with other organizations, raising funds, and responding quickly to new opportunities.  The NCKRI is an independent 501(c)(3) corporation with U.S. Congressional mandates, obligations, and funding, as well as funding through the State of New Mexico, both in partnership with the City of Carlsbad, New Mexico.  The NCKRI is administered through the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology.

The purpose of NCKRI, as mandated by its enabling Congressional legislation, is to: 1) further the science of speleology; 2) centralize and standardize speleological information; 3) foster interdisciplinary cooperation in cave and karst research programs; 4) promote public education; 5) promote national and international cooperation in protecting the environment for the benefit of cave and karst landforms; and 6) promote and develop environmentally sound and sustainable resource management practices. 

3. Cooperation and Communication


a.
Cooperation and communication with a broad spectrum of customers and partners are fundamental components of the USGS mission and are fundamental purposes of the NCKRI.  An exchange of program priorities and project information between NCKRI and the USGS will foster cooperative planning efforts to the mutual benefit of these organizations and their customers and partners.



b.
Both NCKRI and the USGS will benefit from a mutual exchange of information on projects as an aid to understanding each other’s priorities and programs.  The NCKRI’s research priorities are established by mandate of the NCKRI Board of Directors, under consultation with the Executive Director, and in cooperation with New Mexico Tech and the National Park Service.  In establishing its priorities, the USGS responds to mandates from Congress, the Department of the Interior (DOI), Federal Advisory Committees, and the needs of its customers, including other Federal, State, and local agencies, the private sector, and the public.



c.
All press-related communications related to this MOA will be approved by the USGS and the NCKRI Executive Director and coordinated through the USGS Office of Communications and Publishing.

4. Agreements



a.
NCKRI and the USGS will meet as appropriate to discuss their programs and priorities.  The opportunities for meeting will include, but not be limited to, USGS Karst Interest Group (KIG) meetings, and NCKRI Board of Directors meetings. The NCKRI Executive Director and the USGS Director will designate individuals to serve as the focal points for determining the frequency and nature of these meetings.



b.
NCKRI may provide information to the USGS on appropriate NCKRI projects for informal review and comment.  Likewise, the USGS may provide information to NCKRI on appropriate USGS projects for informal review and comment.  These reviews will facilitate information sharing, increase opportunities for cooperative USGS-NCKRI project activities, and minimize conflicts and misunderstandings.


c.
Nothing in this MOA will require changes in any funding obligations, nor require any party to assume new funding obligations, nor effect decisions regarding funding awarded by the USGS to other entities.  This MOA may, however, provide a vehicle for interactions between various USGS programs and NCKRI.



d.
Annexes to this MOA will be between organizational or programmatic units within the USGS and NCKRI for specific activities or interactions.  Annexes will be signed by NMT’s Vice President of Finance and Administration, after ratification by NCKRI’s Executive Director and the appropriate USGS executive with programmatic responsibility, thereby ensuring institutional agreement.  Annexes will not be used as funding agreements between the USGS and NCKRI; standard USGS funding instruments will be used as appropriate in this regard.



e.
This agreement in no way precludes agreements and interactions outside of this MOA between the USGS and NCKRI.
5.
Effective Date, Continuation, and Termination



a.
This MOA will become effective upon signing by both parties.  The MOA will continue in effect until either party chooses to terminate the MOA after having provided 90 days’ notice in writing to the other party.



b.
At the conclusion of 5 years, this MOA will be reviewed to determine whether it should be renewed, modified, or terminated.  A letter signed by both parties shall be sufficient to renew this agreement for an additional period of 5 years.



c.
Annexes will continue in effect per mutual agreement as described in each annex.



d.
It is the intent that all future negotiated agreements between the USGS (all mission areas and programs) and NMT through NCKRI will become annexes of this MOA, when signed.  Copies of all annexes shall be presented to the Director of the USGS, the NMT Vice President of Finance and Administration, and the Executive Director of NCKRI.

6. Administrative Provisions.  
a. Nothing in this MOA may be construed to obligate the USGS or the U.S. Government to any current or future expenditure of resources either in advance of the availability of appropriations from Congress or when funds are available.
b. This MOA does not create an actual or implied intention, or requirement for the USGS to enter into a contract or an assistance agreement (e.g., grant or cooperative agreement).
c. This MOA in no way restricts the USGS from participating in similar activities or arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.
d. Nothing in this agreement may be interpreted to imply that any party subject to this MOA endorses any product, service or policy of another party.  None of the parties subject to this agreement will take any action or make any statement that suggests or implies such an endorsement.

e. The parties will comply with the Federal Advisory Committee Act to the extent it applies.
7.
Notices

Any written notice under this agreement shall be addressed as follows:

Executive Director

National Cave and Karst Research Institute

400-1 Cascades Avenue

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220

Director

U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Mail Stop 100

Reston, Virginia 20192
8.
Signatories

The USGS Signatory is the Director of the USGS

The NMT Signatory is the Vice President of Finance and Administration
IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this MOA as of the last written date below.

SIGNATURE ON FILE
10/7/2015
___________________________________

Suzette M. Kimball

Acting Director, U.S. Geological Survey

Date:

SIGNATURE ON FILE
10/22/2015
___________________________________

Lonnie Marquez
Vice President of Finance and Administration

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology
Date:
