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Voluntary Early Retirement Authority (VERA or “Early Out”) 

Voluntary Separation Incentive Payment (VSIP or “Buy-Out”) 

VERA and VSIP are tools for workforce planning, not employee entitlements 

VERA and VSIP are tools to help organizations respond to anticipated changes. They are not employee entitlements 
and should be used with other workforce strategies such as employee training, voluntary attrition, directed 
reassignments, etc.     

VERA: VERA (or ‘Early Out’) provides USGS the option to offer voluntary early retirement when restructuring or 
downsizing. It is used as an option to increase voluntary attrition in agencies that are undergoing significant 
organizational changes (e.g., reduction in force, reorganization, reshaping, delayering, etc.).  Often, VSIP is offered 
along with VERA as an incentive to facilitate voluntary retirement among those who meet early retirement 
eligibility requirements. 

VSIP: VSIP (or ‘Buy-out’) Authority allows USGS to offer lump-sum payments to employees who are in surplus 
positions or have skills that are no longer needed in the workforce, as an incentive to separate. Under VSIP, agencies 
may pay up to $25,000, or an amount equal to the amount of severance pay an employee would be entitled to 
receive, whichever is less. Employees may separate to accept VSIP by resignation, optional retirement, or by 
voluntary early retirement, if authorized.  

Preparing a VERA/VSIP Request 

 Remember to Plan for VSIP/VERA to Maximize Cost Savings   

Requests for VERA/VSIP authorities are reviewed and approved by many stakeholders, including the USGS Office 
of the Director, Department of Interior, Office of Personnel Management, and Office of Management and Budget.  
Because the review/approval process involves numerous internal and external stakeholders and substantial time 
(approximately 3 – 4 months), USGS supervisors and managers should begin planning for VERA/VSIP as early as 
possible in order to realize optimal cost savings by using these authorities. 

Implementing a VERA/VSIP Plan 
 

Management May Offer VERA/VSIP Only to Those Employees Within the Scope of the Approved Authorities 
 

After USGS receives authority from OPM to offer VERA and/or VSIP, management may offer VERA/VSIP to 
those individuals covered by the scope of the authority and within a window period(s) for acceptance of 
VERA/VSIP applications.  Availability may be based on factors listed below and limited to a certain number.  

• Organizational unit(s) 
• Occupational series or grade(s) 
• Geographic area 
• Skill, knowledge, or other factors related to a position 
• Specific time periods during which eligible employees may elect to accept a VERA/VSIP offer  - 

or - 
• Any combination of the factors listed above. 

Questions?  Contact Patty Maples, Strategic Initiatives, 703.648.7406 or pmaples@usgs.gov 

mailto:pmaples@usgs.gov�
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