
Benefits Bulletin  
Bulletin Number:  16-04        September 1, 2016  
 

  To: All USGS Employees 
 
From: Cathleen M. Smith 
 Chief, Employee/Labor Relations and Benefits Team 
 
Subject: Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance Open Season   
 
The purpose of this email is to inform you that for the first time in 12 years, the Federal Employees’ Group Life 
Insurance (FEGLI) is having an Open Season. The FEGLI Open Season will be from September 1 to 30, 2016. 

The FEGLI Open Season allows eligible employees to enroll in FEGLI life insurance or increase their coverage up to 
the program maximum without having a qualifying life event, answering medical questions, or a physical exam. This 
includes Option C coverage on the lives of your spouse and eligible dependent children under age 22.   Employees who 
make an Open Season election will see it effective October 1, 2017 as there is a one year waiting period before the 
election is effective,  as long as you are in a pay and duty status (32 hours in the prior pay period for most employees). 
You will not pay premiums for your new coverage until it is effective.  

Advantages of FEGLI and Open Season Elections 
 
● Competitive group premiums with convenient payroll deductions 
● You can elect coverage as little as about one year’s salary, as much as about six years’ salary, and options in between  
● You can elect Option C – Family coverage on the lives of your spouse (up to $25,000) and eligible dependent children 

under age 22 (up to $12,500 for each eligible child) 
● There is no medical exam required and there are no health questions 
● Extra Benefit automatically enhances Basic Coverage for enrolled employees under age 45 at no additional cost 
● You can continue your FEGLI coverage into retirement if you meet all of the requirements. Must have coverage five 

years prior to retirement or meets first opportunity to enroll to continue coverage.  In most cases, this means 
you’ll not be able to take the open season elected coverage into retirement until after October 2022.   

 
How to Learn About Your Current Coverage, Designation of Beneficiaries, Rates, and Insurance Needs 
 
Your Federal Employee Benefits Statement in Section D explains your current coverage. Your Earning and Leave 
Statement will tell you how much you currently pay.  Both are available in Employee Express. Your Official Personnel 
Folder will have the SF 2823, Designation of Beneficiary on file, if one was submitted.  In many cases a designation is not 
necessary as order of precedence would apply if needed. Click here for the designation forms if you need to make a 
change. You will find the rates for coverage here. MetLife (the contractor for FEGLI) provides a resource to help calculate 
your life insurance needs.   
 
How to Learn More about FEGLI 
 
OPM has an excellent video explaining the benefit and Open Season. There is also a comprehensive FEGLI Employee 
Resource Center found here.  MetLife will also provide webinars on September 8, 24, 21, and 28.  Go here as registration 
is required for the MetLife webinars.   
 
The USGS Benefits Team will host webinars to view the video together and answer questions and explain how the 
election process works here. Registration is not required for the USGS webinars.  The schedule follows, beginning at 
11:00am Pacific, 12:00 Mountain, and 2:00pm Eastern:   
 
 Wednesday, September 7  
 Tuesday, September 20  
 Thursday, September 29 

https://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/life-insurance/open-season/
https://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/life-insurance/reference-materials/handbook.pdf#page=39
https://www.employeeexpress.gov/
https://eopf.nbc.gov/doi/
https://eopf.nbc.gov/doi/
https://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/life-insurance/designating-a-beneficiary/
https://www2.usgs.gov/humancapital/pb/designationbeneficiary.html
https://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/life-insurance/program-information/#url=Premiums-for-Employees
https://termlifeenroll.metlife.com/TermLifeWeb/public/doSignOn.do
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfO2x1Xc5uE
https://www.metlife.com/FEGLI/index.html
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=1233899&sessionid=1&key=18F36DAA48966932F2D9E9F441C8EFAC&regTag=33474&sourcepage=register
https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?MTID=m28e76a462f7d846636e68e75ad46835f
https://usgs.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=usgs&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Fmc3100%2Fe.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dusgs%26AT%3DMI%26EventID%3D505473347%26UID%3D483647347%26Host%3DQUhTSwAAAAKNK75Fc6qitu_nMqyo3BBj11PwSsq2LbOrtWH3K4ZPgUlkmVagvHow8rT0CrKSObG5Jj9hFi6r3Gk7i7H85QXe0%26FrameSet%3D2%26MTID%3Dm2560f7e6d18a0548b3703479b0908bc7
https://usgs.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=usgs&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Fmc3100%2Fe.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dusgs%26AT%3DMI%26EventID%3D505473937%26UID%3D483647347%26Host%3DQUhTSwAAAALpEg7VZ7cwjRCoYaiyN_7XPgsJtPWm_ee-snusrQrNMv-4ZXaZeSXPfQeDv9mTgorFpQ4JvMdAHZAd5vogyvHx0%26FrameSet%3D2%26MTID%3Dm6a4561e77b45ca57cde6a52e379dd8e4


 
 

 
How to Make an Open Season Election 
 
Employee Express will allow Open Season elections during the month of September. Please contact EExHelp@opm.gov if 
you need assistance with your Login ID or password. In rare circumstances we can accept a completed Life Insurance 
Election, SF 2817.  You will sign for the coverage you want to keep if you already have it as well as any you add.   
 
A Few Points 
 
● Do not submit a form or make a change in Employee Express if you want to keep your current coverage.   
● Life Insurance coverage can be reduced at any time.  Complete the Life Insurance Election Form if you want to 

reduce your current coverage and send it to Sadie Bello (sbello@usgs.gov) on our Benefits Team.   
● There is a one year delayed effective date before your Open Season coverage becomes effective.  Your new coverage 

will be effective the first day of the first full pay period that begins on or after October 1, 2017, as long as you meet 
pay and duty status requirements (32 hours in the prior per pay period).  You will not pay premiums for your elected 
coverage until it is effective. 

● Thinking about retirement?  For any FEGLI coverage you wish to bring into retirement, you must have that coverage 
for your last five years of Federal service, among other requirements.  If you plan to retire before October 2022 the 
open season would not meet the five year requirement in order for you to carry into retirement), consider this 
when making your Open Season election.   

 
Additional Benefits Information 
 
The USGS website on Pay and Benefits provides multiples links and resources to all benefits, including all prior Benefits 
Bulletins. This information is available on the internet so you may share with your family or view from home with ease.  
 
Contact your Benefits Specialist if you have questions. 

https://www.employeeexpress.gov/
mailto:EExHelp@opm.gov
https://www.opm.gov/forms/pdf_fill/sf2817.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/forms/pdf_fill/sf2817.pdf
mailto:sbello@usgs.gov
http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/pb/paybenefitslinks.html
http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/pb/paybenefitslinks.html
http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/hr/askhro.html

