United States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Office of the Director
Reston, Virginia 20192

In Reply Refer To:
Mail Stop 102 0CT 07 1997

MEMORANDUM

To: Distribution ' :
From: Barbara J. Ryan éo"’éw”" % .
Associate Director

Subject: REPORT--Women in the U.S. Geological Survey, June 1996, by Jane Wallace

Attached is a copy of the report Status of Women in the U.S. Geological Survey, June 1996 by
Jane Wallace. This is Jane’s seventh and final report in a series dating back to June 1977.

In the approximately 20 years reflected in the report, the percentage of women in the USGS
workforce has increased from about 28 percent to 35 percent (Table 1, page 3) and particularly
noteworthy is the shift from part time and/or intermittent positions to full time positions. In
1977, 57 percent of the USGS women were in full time positions and 43 percent in part time
positions. Twenty years later, 89 percent of the USGS women were in full time positions and
11 percent were in part time or intermittent positions. It appears, however, that much of the
progress in terms of overall percentage of women in the work force, and the shift from part
time to full time positions occurred during the first decade. This report, for the first time, also
includes data from our Biological Resources Division. Figure 15, page 57 shows some
striking similarities between this division and the Geologic Division.

As our Human Resources Council is creating a human resources management strategy, and as
our strategic plan for increasing work force diversity is about to be issued, the release of this
report is timely. The report not only provides an historical perspective of our demographics,
but also provides data which should help us evaluate the effectiveness of our human resource
strategies. I encourage you to use this report to initiate some candid discussion about what
actions actually produce our intended results for increasing the diversity of our workforce.

I want to thank Jane Wallace for both her candor and steadfast support for work force diversity
over her entire career. I also thank each of you, in advance for your review and results-
focused action.

&

Distribution: Op ti

cil Members
Library (3 copies)
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WOMEN IN GRADES GS/GM-12/15

Fulltime Only, Mid-Year 1979 - 1996

MEN IN GRADES GS/GM-12/15 USGS:

USGS

Fulitime Only, Mid-Year 1979 - 1996
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