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It’s Heating Up in the 

Polars! 


The NTC Polar Rooms are now 
permanent computer rooms 
with 12 laptop computers per 
room. These rooms are perfect 
for smaller, end-user training 
classes. As you know, the Polar 
training rooms also feature 
NTC’s only moveable wall sys-
tem. These training rooms also 
serve as the base of operations 
for the Deployable Laptops and 
our newest learning support 
service, the Audience Response 
System (attached). Once the 
smoke begins to settle regard-
ing the effects of Sequestration, 
we anticipate increased use of 

The USGS guidance provided in the all 
employee email from Bill Werkheiser 
(March 5, 2013), indicated “training 
required to perform job duties should 
continue.” Mission essential travel is 
allowed when properly approved. As a 

USGS Water Mission Area Instructor, if 
you feel your scheduled class meets the-
se criteria, we recommend you contact 
the office of Jerad Bales to discuss. To 
date, several Water Mission Area cours-
es have been approved in this manner. 

http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/ecd/index.html 

these deployable laptops which are 
designed to reduce travel and bring 
the “classroom” to the students. 

Harness the Power of Your Team 
in the Idea Conference Room 

The Idea Conference Room, formerly 
the location of our OED Office of Sup-
port Services, is now available for 
meetings of all kinds. The room seats 
up to 14, with 8 around a moveable 
conference table. Your meeting will be 
enhanced in this colorful, comfortable 
environment that also features a per-
manent facilitator laptop and wall-
mounted flat panel screen. Just add 
team, ideas and shake it up! See the 
NTC website to view images of both 
rooms. 

http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/ecd/ 
ecd_NTC.html. 

Consider the NTC for Your Next 
Meeting 

We are now promoting NTC meeting 
support services at the Department 
level as well as with local USGS Of-
fices. As you know, there are no as-
sociated learning support services 
fee for meeting rooms if reserved 
fewer than 60 days in advance. 

http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/ecd/ecd_NTC.html
http://www.usgs.gov/humancapital/ecd/index.html
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Live StreamingLive Streaming
 
The Science, Technical and Employee Development (STED) Committee 
is working directly with Jerad Bales on a recommendation that all USGS 
instructors pilot live classroom streaming to a limited number of remote 
students for their next scheduled NTC course. This has advantages for 
instructors, students and the USGS. Stay tuned! 

USGSUSGS Audience RAudience Response Systemesponse System
 

The Audience Response System 
(ARS) provides instantaneous feed-
back during a meeting, conference, 
or training event when voting on a 
topic or in answer to a specific 
question. Each attendee has a key-
pad to make his or her selections. 
The keypads communicate with a 
computer via receivers located 
around the room or via a single re-
ceiver connected to the presenter's 
computer. After a set time, or after 
all participants have answered, the 
system ends the polling for that 
particular question and tabulates 
the results. Typically the results are 
available instantly to the partici-
pants via a bar graph display. 

How Audience Response Systems 
Improves Your Event 

 Confirm Audience’s Understanding. 
 Increase Engagement 
 Obtain Group Buy-In 
 Anonymous Polling 
 Speed Up the Decision-Making Pro-

cess 
 Quick Voting Sessions 
 Improve Attentiveness 
 Display Polling Results Immediately 
 Gather Data for Reporting and 

Analysis 

What is Included in an ARS 
Deployment? 

 Up to 150 Remote Keypads 
 1 USB Base Unit 
 2 Laptops (Primary and Backup) 
 1 Projector 
 1 VGA cable 
 USGS Audience Response System 
 Extension Cords 
 All Necessary AC Adaptors 

Cost and Contacts 

Cost per deployment per week is 
$200, overnight shipping included. 

To schedule or for more information 
contact Ralph A. Roland III at 
raroland@usgs.gov or 
303-445-4678. 

Who to Contact for: 

	 DOI Learn: Contact Melanie 
Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 
303-445-4681 or Mica 
Haesecke at 
mhaesecke@usgs.gov or 303-
445-4679. They provide regu-
larly scheduled webinars on 
maximizing DOI Learn. 

	 Developing on-line or blend-
ed-learning courses: Contact 
Tj Lane at (303) 445-4677 or 
tjlane@usgs.gov. 

	 General NTC questions: Con-
tact Gloria Armstrong at gjarm-
str@usgs.gov or 303-445-4676. 
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