
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This Settlement Agreement (hereinafter referred to as Agreement) resolves the formal stage complaint of discrimination (Agency Docket Number USGS-XXXX), filed by
_____________________  (hereinafter referred to as the Complainant) on ___________,2010  against the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Department of the Interior (DOI).

This Agreement represents a good faith effort by both parties to reach an amicable resolution.  By executing this Agreement, the parties hereby agree to resolve all of the issues raised in Complainant’s complaint of discrimination, including all claims of monetary reimbursement, and any other claims for relief, whether referenced herein or not, whether known or unknown and all other personnel claims, which have been filed or could have been filed by him/her against the U.S. Department of the Interior or any of its Bureaus and Offices (hereinafter referred to as Agency) through the date of execution of this Agreement.

The issues in the complaint resolved by this Agreement are as follows:

Whether the Complainant:
1. Was discriminated against, on the bases of ___________________________. 
The parties mutually agree to the following terms and further agree that these terms shall fully and forever resolve Complainant’s allegations of discrimination against the Agency, and that, except as specified herein, no other promises, conditions, or obligations are made by or imposed on the parties:

1. By executing this Agreement, Complainant withdraws and dismisses, with prejudice, the complaint of discrimination identified above, and any other allegations, complaint, grievance or other action s/he has filed or could have filed and agrees not to institute, file, or otherwise initiate or cause to be instituted, files, or initiated on his/her behalf, any complaint or other action, including civil court litigation against the Agency, its bureaus, agents, or employees that could have been filed by him/her through the date of execution of this Agreement.

2. Complainant understands and agrees that s/he will receive no relief or other consideration beyond that recited in this Agreement, and that his/her acceptance of this shall be final and conclusive.

3. The Agency agrees to: ( This is where the settlement terms are listed)
a.

b.

c.

4.  The Parties further agree that:

a. This Agreement shall not constitute or be construed as an admission of liability or wrongdoing by the Agency, but is for the purpose of resolving disputed claims.  Upon compliance and or payment of the items and/or amounts set forth in this Agreement, Complainant waives and releases the Agency in full from any claims or causes of action for back pay, damages, interest, or attorney’s fees, which he raised or could have raised through the date of this Agreement.

b. They have not assigned or transferred any of the claims herein to other persons, parties or entities.

c. Should the Agency fail to honor its obligations as set forth in this Agreement, 29 C.F.R. 1614.504 shall govern.  If the Complainant believes that the Agency has failed to comply with the terms of this Agreement, the Complainant shall notify the Director, Office of Civil Rights, Office of the Secretary, in writing, of the alleged noncompliance within 30 days of when the Complainant knew or should have know of the alleged noncompliance.  The Complainant may request that the terms of the Agreement be specifically implemented or, alternatively, that the complaint be reinstated for further processing from the point processing ceased.

d. This Agreement contains the complete understanding between the parties.  The parties have no other oral or written agreements or understandings.  

e. This Agreement is entered into voluntarily and with full understanding of its terms.

5. If monetary amounts are paid without deduction for taxes:  Complainant will be responsible for all taxes that may be due.

6. Except as otherwise specified above, the parties agree that the paperwork and other necessary actions will be initiated to fulfill the terms of the Agreement by both parties within 30 days of the effective date of the Agreement.
7. The parties agree that the effective date of this Agreement is the date upon which the last signature is affixed to the document.
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