( ‘\) RE: Fw: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG
’ Lee-Ashley, Matt to: Nowakowski, Judy J, McNutt, Marcia K 05/25/2010 07:46 AM
. "Barkoff, Kendra", "Wainman, Barbara W" , "Wade,
" Anne-Berry", "Moody, Joan F" |, "Rodriguez, Julie"

%

History: This message has been replied to.

Marcia and Judy,

How do we track down the names of the FRTG members right away this morning? We are trying to get
them from the Coast Guard as well, but we need to get the names out there to press this morning.

Also, do we need to add to the press release a mention of a third modeling team that is under way?
The current draft release mentions two efforts, not three.

The press release will ultimately go out from the JIC and will probably look a little different than it does
now, but we do want to move it early today.

Thanks,
Matt

From: Marcia K McNutt [mailto:mcnutt@usgs.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 6:50 PM

To: Nowakowski, Judy J; Lee-Ashley, Matt

Cc: Maclay, Donald DMM; Bill.Lehr@noaa.gov; George.Guthrie@netl.doe.gov; Labson, Victor F;
darren.mollot@hq.doe.gov; Hayes, David

Subject: Re: Fw: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG

Here is the structure I'd like to use:

Modeling Teams:
(1) Plume flow (Bill Lehr, NOAA, lead)

(2) Mass Balance (Vic Labson, USGS, lead)
(3) Reservoir (Don Maclay, MMS, lead) + Nodal (George Guthrie, DoE, lead) (2 groups, but their results
need to be combined to get an estimate of the flow)

So these will be three completely independent estimates of the flow rate from the Deepwater Horizon well.
The first two we hope to have by midweek. The third will be available in 4-weeks time.

Peer Review Team (Darren Mollet at DOE is helping to form)
Will review the products individually coming from the modeling teams and then the best estimate from all

types of information.

I'll copy this email to all of the team leaders so that they can supply the names of the members of the
teams so that we are sure to have them right. | have only been on the job a day and a half and have only
significantly interacted so far with Bill Lehr's team. So I'd probably get it wrong if | tried to supply all of the

names to DOL.



Marcia

Dr. Marcia McNutt

Director

US Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 100
Reston, VA 20192

(703) 648-7411

(703) 648-4454 (fax)

(571) 296-6730 (cell)

mchutt@usgs.gov
WWW. USQS.goV
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From: Judy J Nowakowski/DO/USGS/DOI
To: Marcia K McNutt/DO/USGS/DOI@USGS

Date: 05/24/2010 06:08 PM
Subject: Fw: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG

Hi Marcia,
Can we give Matt Lee-Ashley the names of the folks on the teams? Who are they?
Are the 3 subteams now the Modeling, Mass Balance, and Peer Review Teams?

Are the Plume, Reservoir Modeling, and Discharge subteams still in play?

| know Vic is just starting to gather thoughts about who should be on the Mass Balance Team so there's
not a list for that yet.

Thanks!

—-- Forwarded by Judy J Nowakowski/DO/USGS/DOI on 05/24/2010 05:59 PM --—-

F1om Anne-Berry Wade/DO/USGS/DOI

To: "Lee-Ashley, Matt" <Matt_Lee-Ashley@ios.doi.gov>
Ce:  Wainman, Barbara W" <bwainman@usgs.gov>, "Nowakowski, Judy J" <jnowakowski@usgs.gov>, "Moody, Joan F"

<Joan_Moody@ios.doi.gov>, "Barkoff, Kendra" <Kendra_Barkoff@ios.doi.gov>
Date: 05/24/2010 05:53 PM

SubjeRE: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG
ct:



| don't have their names but | know that Seth (AP) is asking. Seems like we should be able to comply or
perhaps is the team being reconstituted since Marcia was just named to be in charge. BTW, Seth a good

reporter and USGS has worked with him alot in the past.

A.B. Wade

Public Affairs Officer (Acting)

703-648-4483 office

703-477-2851 cell

For Eastern Region issues contact Hannah Hamilton
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From: "Lee-Ashley, Matt" <Matt_Lee-Ashley@ios.doi.gov>

To: "Wade, Anne-Berry" <abwade@usgs.gov>, "Barkoff, Kendra" <Kendra_Barkoff@ios.doi.gov>
ce. 'Wainman, Barbara W" <bwainman@usgs.gov>, "Nowakowski, Judy J" <jnowakowski@usgs.gov>, "Moody, Joan F"

<Joan_Moody@ios.doi.gov>

Date: 05/24/2010 05:45 PM
SubjectRE: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG

Do you have a roster of all the names of the FRTG members?

Thanks,
Matt

----- Original Message-----

From: abwade@usgs.gov [mailto:abwade@usgs.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 2:50 PM

To: Lee-Ashley, Matt; Barkoff, Kendra

Cc: Wainman, Barbara W; Nowakowski, Judy J; Moody, Joan F
Subject: Draft release naming McNutt to head up the FRTG

Here you go...pls let me know when it might go out..
McNutt Named to Lead the Flow Rate Technical Group

The Secretary of the Interior announced today that U. S. Geological Survey
Director Marcia McNutt will chair the National Incident Command’s Flow Rate
Technical Group (FRTG). The FRTG is charged with providing scientifically
validated information about the amount of oil flowing from BP’s leaking oil
well.

Today's announcement comes as part of the Interior’s continued efforts to
make vital contributions to the federal government’s ongoing, coordinated
and relentless oversight and response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in



the Gulf of Mexico:

Dr. McNutt, who also serves as the Science Advisor to the Secretary, will
remain in Houston to lead the FRTG in a coordinated effort across the
federal government to determine oil flow rates from the spill. The FRTG
draws on expertise within the federal government, including the U.S. Coast
Guard, the Minerals Management Service, the Department of Energy, NOAA and
the USGS as well as members from academia.

A.B. Wade

Public Affairs Officer (Acting)

703-648-4483 office

703-477-2851 cell

For Eastern Region issues contact Hannah Hamilton
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05-23-10 Dr. McNutt heads task force.doc



For Release: May 23, 2010
Contact: Kendra Barkoff
(202)208-6416

USGS Director McNutt Leading Scientific Team
Estimating Amount of Oil Flowing from BP Well

Dr. Marcia McNutt, director of the U. S. Geological Survey and Science Advisor to Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar, is chairing the National Incident Command’s Flow Rate Technical
Group.

This group is charged with providing scientifically validated information about the amount of oil
flowing from BP’s leaking oil well in the Gulf of Mexico. The Flow Rate Technical Group is
made up of government scientists, independent experts and representatives from academia. BP
has been left out of this process.

Within this technical group, there are two main efforts under way to come up with an updated
and independent oil flow rate.

The first is by a team that is using an airborne instrument from NASA, called the AVIRIS, to
estimate the oil that is on the surface of the ocean. The tool they are using is an advanced
imaging spectrometer that USGS used to discover water on the moon. The second is advanced
analysis of video of oil flowing from the end of the riser and the kink in the riser.

The results of both efforts will undergo a rigorous peer review by independent experts and
academics before release.

Both teams are at work on their estimates and hope to have an initial flow rate assessment in the
coming days.

Today's announcement comes as part of the Interior’s continued efforts to make vital
contributions to the federal government’s ongoing, coordinated and relentless oversight and
response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico,

Dr. McNutt will remain in Houston to lead the Flow Rate Technical Group in a coordinated
effort across the federal government to determine oil flow rates from the spill. The federal
experts who are part of the technical group include not only USGS/Interior scientists but also
scientists from the U.S. Coast Guard, the Department of Energy and NOAA.
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