
Request for Proposals

FY 2015 Science Support Partnership 

(Due: COB June 6, 2014)

Proposals are now being accepted for the FY 2015 Science Support Partnership (SSP).  SSP funds are annually made available by the USGS for work on research and information needs identified by the USFWS; in FY 2015 a total of approximately $150,000 is available for allocation through a competitive proposal process.  

DEADLINE:  Proposals must be received by COB Friday, June 6, 2014.

ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY:  Through the SSP program, USGS partners with USFWS to meet priority science needs identified by the USFWS.  SSP funding can extend through multiple years and involve research and/or technical assistance.  For FY 2015, $150,000 is available in Region 7 for new SSP projects.  More information on SSP can be found at http://www.usgs.gov/ecosystems/ssp/index.html.     

RFP FOCUS:  In 2013, Region 7 selected priority species for each LCC geographic region.  Conservation Frameworks (Frameworks), which include species conservation goals and population objectives, information on species status, limiting factors and threats, recommended conservation strategies, critical information and resource needs, and key indicators of success, are being developed for all Tier 1 Priority Species.  In 2014, the region will begin developing Frameworks for the Aleutian and Bering Sea Islands Priority Species and subsequently (2015) the Northwest Boreal Priority Species.    

R7 will use the information compiled in the Frameworks to inform landscape-level conservation planning and design efforts being led by the Northwest Boreal and Aleutian and Bering Sea Island LCC partnerships.  The Frameworks will provide much of the biological information needed to ensure that our priority species are fully considered in these planning and design activities.  See below for the list of Tier 1 Priority Species selected for the Northwest Boreal and Aleutian and Bering Sea Islands landscapes.
The 2015 SSP RFP focuses on projects that support R7’s ability to plan proactively and maintain the resilience and adaptive capacity of Tier 1 Priority Species and their habitats throughout the geographic extent of the Northwest Boreal and Aleutian and Bering Sea Islands LCCs.  Examples include:
· Assessments of the vulnerability of Priority Species (ideally multi-species in scope) and their habitats to climate change and other stressors that have been identified as a focus for the LCC partnerships;

· assessments of future viability and resilience of Priority Species and their habitats (e.g., projects that help refine Priority Species population estimates and objectives);

· robust projections of future Priority Species distribution using complementary methodologies (e.g., climate envelope modeling and enduring features), and including the development of species-related climate downscaling or other products that help managers look at future projections of species relations to landscapes; 

· development of species:habitat models that help define desired habitat characteristics required to maintain species and facilitate adaptation; and
· identification of priority ecosystems and habitat types throughout these LCC geographies that are most important for Priority Species (ideally multi-species in scope), now and in the future.

ALUETIAN AND BERING SEA ISLANDS TIER 1 PRIORITY SPECIES:

Black-legged Kittiwake

Common Eider

Emperor Goose

Fork-tailed Storm Petrel

Harlequin Duck

Marbled Murrelet

McKay's Bunting

Northern Sea Otter (SW AK Stock)

Pacific Walrus

Polar Bear

Red-faced Cormorant

Short-tailed Albatross

Steller's Eider

Tufted Puffin

NORTHWEST BOREAL TIER 1 PRIORITY SPECIES:

Broad Whitefish (Kuskokwim)

Broad Whitefish (Yukon)

Caribou (Porcupine herd)

Caribou (Western herd)

Chinook Salmon (Cook Inlet)

Chinook Salmon (Kuskokwim)

Chinook Salmon (Yukon)

Coho Salmon (Cook Inlet)

Greater White-fronted Goose

Lesser Scaup

Rusty Blackbird

White-winged Scoter

PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND SELECTION:  Proposals will be evaluated and selected by the RDT according to the following criteria:

· How well the proposed project addresses the RFP focus;
· whether the proposed project will result in products that have broad geographic or multi-species application;

· the extent to which the proposed project integrates with the conservation planning/design activities of these LCCs;

· project effectiveness:  Refers to the importance of the project to conservation of the species.  This is a function of project’s link to critical threats or information needs that have been identified by the LCCs and the likelihood that the project can be implemented successfully and will yield the desired results; and
· project urgency:  Refers to projects that are essential steps in identification of conservation strategies or to the refinement of conservation goals and objectives. 
Proposal authors should directly address these criteria briefly in Section 12 (Priority) of the template provided.
APPROXIMATE TIME LINE:   

March


USFWS Region issues RFP

March to June 

Proposals are developed by USFWS and USGS

June 6


Proposals due to USFWS Region (via Sharepoint site)
June to August 
Proposals reviewed and ranked by USFWS Regions

August 22

Selections finalized and transmitted to USGS

September 

USGS administrative review

Oct 1 


Goal to announcements by USGS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:  Project proposals are developed jointly with a USGS scientist or Principal Investigator, and submitted by USFWS staff (Project Officer).  If USGS does not have the expertise required for a particular study, it may be appropriate to solicit a proposal from a non-USGS investigator.  Such cases require mutual concurrence by USFWS and USGS prior to proposal development.  If you feel the use of a non-USGS Principal Investigator is warranted, please contact Cindi Jacobson, Science Applications ARD as soon as possible.    

Use the template and instructions provided for developing proposals for the FY 2015 SSP.  USFWS Project Officer(s) should ensure that all proposals are properly vetted through their immediate supervisors. Please do not use older templates.  The template may also be downloaded from the Alaska Region SSP Proposal sharepoint site (https://portal.doi.net/usfws/R7qrpssp/).

SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL:  All proposals will be submitted and approved via the DOI Alaska Region SSP Proposal sharepoint site at the above link. Be sure to use Internet Explorer or an IE-tab in Google Chrome when submitting your proposal.
To submit a proposal, follow these steps:

1. FWS Project Officers begin by uploading their proposals to the document library, and notifying their USGS Principal Investigator that it is ready for their approval.

2. USGS PIs must use the "Edit Properties" option to indicate their approval of the proposal. If the proposal is not approved, provide the reason in the “Approval Comments” field.
a. Hover your mouse over the name of the proposal.  

b. Click the drop-down menu next to the proposal name.  

c. Select “Edit Properties”.  
3. Final approval will be provided by Mark Shasby or Tony DeGange, USGS.

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Direct general questions to Cindi Jacobson, at cynthia_jacobson@fws.gov, 786-3508.
Direct questions about the Northwest Boreal LCC and Aleutian and Bering Sea Islands LCC landscape conservation design efforts to:

Amanda Robertson, Science Coordinator, Northwest Boreal LCC, Amanda_Robertson@fws.gov, 907-456-0445
Aaron Poe, Science Coordinator, Aleutian and Bering Sea Islands LCC, aaron_poe@fws.gov, 907-786-3834
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