
Date:		March 8, 2013					

To:		FWS Pacific Southwest Region Project Leaders

From:		Assistant Regional Director - Science Application, Pacific Southwest Region

Subject:	CALL FOR PROPOSALS – FY 2014 Science Support Partnership (SSP) and Quick Response Program (QRP) - Due: June 7, 2013


We are now accepting proposals for the FY 2014 SSP and QRP programs.  SSP and QRP are USGS programs that fund scientific research and technical assistance on priority topics identified by the FWS.  Under each program, USGS and FWS personnel jointly develop science proposals that compete for funding on a regional basis.  In some cases, a non-USGS scientist may conduct a science project; however, both the USGS and FWS must approve such a project in advance.  

SSP funding can extend through multiple years and support experimental research or technical assistance.  There is no budget ceiling for any individual SSP project, though projects costing less than $100,000 per year are preferred.  QRP funds can only be used for projects lasting 18 months or less with a maximum budget of $25,000.  

Proposals should clearly articulate the resulting science products and how FWS can apply those results to its management needs.

Please submit your proposals electronically to Richard_Kearney@fws.gov in accordance with the attached guidelines no later than COB June 7, 2013.  Separate proposals for SSP and QRP are not required; any project meeting QRP criteria will be reviewed both for types of funding.  

A regional team with representatives of each program will review all proposals and make funding recommendations to the Regional Director by mid-August.  Those submitting proposals will be notified of the Regional Director’s funding decisions.  A subsequent USGS process will include peer review of proposals involving experimental research (technical assistance proposals do not require the same peer review process).  The goal is to have the final selections to USGS and peer reviews completed prior to October 1 to facilitate the development of annual work plans and allow projects to start soon after USGS receives its FY 2014 budget allocation.  

This is an important opportunity to focus USGS research and technical support on FWS science needs in Region 8.  Please contact me at (916) 978-6160 or Richard_Kearney@fws.gov with any questions.


