
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Geological Survey
Science Support Partnership (SSP) Program
Pacific Region (Region 1)

FY2014 Request for Proposals

Proposal Due Date: Friday, June 14, 2013

Proposals are now being accepted in the Pacific Region for the FY2014 Science Support Partnership (SSP) Program.  The purpose of this program is to meet high priority research and information needs of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) via the scientific and technical assistance of investigators at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  

SSP projects can be funded for 1-3 years. 

SSP funds are appropriated by Congress to USGS but are earmarked explicitly for addressing research and information needs "solely identified" by the FWS.   

USGS scientists serve as Principal Investigators (PIs) on SSP projects and are responsible for developing the study plan for the proposal, conducting the work if funded, managing the granted funds, and providing all "deliverables" (e.g., annual and final reports) to the Service.  The FWS employee requesting the work serves as "Project Officer" (PO) and submits the proposal via the Service's Fish and Wildlife Information Needs and Studies (FWINS) database.  The roles and responsibilities of the PI and PO are described more fully in the attached document (SSP Roles-Responsibilities_R1.docx). 

SSP proposals in R1 must be submitted via the FWINS database.  FWINS can be accessed online by FWS employees with their active directory user name and password (https://systems.fws.gov/sep).   Detailed instructions for entering project proposals into FWINS are attached (“SSP FWINS_Instructions_R1.docx").  Also attached are guidelines for the proposal format (“SSP_Proposal_Format_R1.docx”) and the R1 scoring criteria for proposals (“SSP_Proposal_Scoring_Criteria_R1.docx”). These latter three documents should be used to guide development of SSP proposals and entries into FWINS.

Region 1 is scheduled to be allocated $525,000 for the SSP program in FY2014.   This is a substantial increase over previous years and rectifies a previous inequity among FWS Regions after California and Nevada separated from Region 1 and became Region 8.  Approximately $147,200 of FY2014 funds are committed to six continuing projects from FY2013 which leaves approximately $377,800 available in Region 1 for new projects in FY2014.  

Proposals submitted for initial funding in FY2014 will be evaluated according to the following major criteria:
· Conservation and management needs of the FWS in the Pacific Region (Region 1), with emphasis on problem description and resource implications (50%)
· Proposed work plan, including objectives, methods, and deliverables (35%)
· Proposed budget (15%).

[bookmark: _GoBack]***DUE DATE:  Proposals must be submitted into the FWINS database no later than Friday, June 14, 2013 to be considered for funding in FY2014. 

***A "signature page" - with the signatures of the FWS Project Officer, USGS Principal Investigator, and USGS Center Director or Co-Op Leader - will need to be scanned electronically and submitted as an attachment to an email to the SSP Regional Coordinator (Don_Campton@fws.gov) no later than Friday, July 19, 2013 (see last step in attached FWINS instructions).  

Proposals will be reviewed by the Region 1 SSP Coordinating Committee (see below).  FWS POs should discuss their proposed projects with the appropriate program representative on the Coordinating Committee during proposal preparation to ensure that the program representative understands the proposed work and how it meets a high Service need and priority.   The program representative may provide additional guidance to ensure that the proposed work meets Service priorities in Region 1.  

Final funding recommendations will be forwarded by the Service's Regional Director to USGS no later than Friday, August 23, 2013.  

Please note:  The Region 1 Coordinating Committee will require the following "deliverables" for all funded projects:
· Annual Reports:  due November 15, after the end of each fiscal year for which funding is received;
· Final Report:  due June 30, nine months after the end of the last fiscal year for which SSP funding was received unless the FWS Project Officer and SSP Regional Coordinator have approved an alternate deadline;
· Webinar (or similar presentation): due within 12 months after the end of the last fiscal year for which SSP funding was received, unless the FWS Project Officer and SSP Regional Coordinator have approved an alternate deadline.  The webinar will summarize the results of the project and how the resulting information has been, or will be, used to support Service conservation actions or decisions.  

***USGS PIs with funded SSP (or Quick Response Program) projects that ended in FY2012 or earlier, but who have not submitted a Final Report to the Service by June 30, 2013, will not be considered for funding in FY2014 unless an alternate deadline was approved previously by the PO and Regional Coordinator.

Please contact your representative on the SSP Coordinating Committee if you have questions:
· Don Campton, Regional Coordinator (Chair)
· David Leonard, Ecological Services
· Ann Gannam, Fishery Resources
· Pat Rogers, Law Enforcement
· Michelle McDowell, Migratory Birds
· Joe Engler and Bridgette Flanders-Wanner, Refuges and Wildlife
· Paul Heimowitz, Science Applications.
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