Unived States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Ip Reply Refer To: y
Mail Stop 300
0EG 1 2 19897
MEMORANDUM

To:  Regiogal Chief Biologists e -

Deputy Chicf Riologist for Seience - gy s |

Depaty Chief Biologist for Operations

 Chief, Cooperative Research Units

From: Dennis B. Fenn - ®
Chief Biologist %f?ﬁ"'ﬂ
Subject: Biologjcal Resources Division Clearinghouss Metadata Products and Catalog

Many of your researchers already ere creating metadata for their biological and/or geospatial dara
sets as required by Executive Order 12906 and OMB A-130. In 2 previous memorandum dated
March 10, 1997, { indicared that all Biological Resources Division (BRD) centers and offices
developing metadats descriptions of their data and information products should be following the
National Biological Information Infrastructiure (NBII) metadatz stamdard. T'0 accomplish this,
researchers may use the BRD-developed NBU MetaMaker software t00l. 12lso indicated that an
NBI Metadata Clearingiiouse would soon be completed, 2s 2 central Jocation 10 store and sarve
our metadata, :

One of the mandetes we have as a Division within the United States Gealogicel Survey is 10
¢reaie 2 BRD product catalog that can be shared within BRD, USGS, and 23 appropriate with
extemal audiences. The BRD product catalog will consist of descriptive, contact, 2nd
distribution/availability information about the product, frequently referred 1o #s product :
metadata, Therefore, effectlve immediately, it is essential that you provide metadata for all
of your information preducts including maps, journal articles, techaical reports, videos,
CP-ROMSs, and computer models, as well as datx sets, crested as of the boginning of this
fiscal year (98).

In eddition 0 the creation of the metadata record, U.S.C. Title 44 (Public Printing and
Dwmmts}mmdmesﬂutgovmm:inﬁmuﬁmpmdmﬂhmﬂamdﬂywﬂnbhmm
public. The BRD fulfiils this mandate by supplying copies of our informatién products to the
Natioaal Tochaical Iaformation Sexvies (NTIS). Documents submiteed to NTIS for inclusion in



Web Form: - Kate Kage kete kase@usgs.gov  703/648-4216
' Kathy Wescaberg  kathy, wesenberg@usgs.gov 608-264-5411

Thazk you for your cooperation. Providing & comprehensive catalog of the data sets and
information products we create is an effort that inveltves, and ultimetely benefits, all of us. This
catalog is publicly available docurnentation of the excellent work that BRI employees produce,
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