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              What is the SDCN? 
A Partnership to Connect Resources  

in the USGS 
 
SDCN facilitates collaboration among: 

 
 Scientists, Managers & Data  

Professionals 
 Data, Services, and Tools to  

Support Science 
 Expertise & Skills to Solve  

Information Management Challenges 
 



It’s About People… A Communication Network 

Communication Cooperation 

Education Information Sharing 

USGS 



The SDCN is NOT:  

Hardware Acquisition 

Hardware Installation 

Network/Hardware Maintenance 

A Storage Repository  

  Prescriptive 



SDCN History 
 Network Initiated in FY12 
 Way to reestablish ties/communication between Regions 

and CSS that was lost during the realignment 

 Initial Network contained representation from 
each Region (8 reps) 
CSS assigned 4 reps who worked closely with two 

regional coordinators each 
 Change to Network membership in FY13 
Reorganization of regions 
Addition of reps from Mission Areas and Offices 



Current Science Data Coordinators 
Regions 
Northwest Region Bill Labiosa, Lief Horowitz 
Pacific Region Derrick Hirsch, Rex Sanders 
Alaska Region Carl Markon 
Southwest Region Dave Ferderer 
Midwest Region JC Nelson, Jessica Thompson 
Northeast Region Steve Tessler 
Southeast Region Heather Henkel (Chair) 
Mission Areas 
Climate and Land Use Change John Faundeen 
Core Science Systems Marcia McNiff, JP Maxwell 
Ecosystems Joe Bunnell 
Energy & Minerals, & Environmental Health Vito Nuccio 
Natural Hazards John Haines, Mike Blanpied 
Water Robert “Lynn” Taylor 
 Offices 
Office of Science Quality and Integrity Carolyn Reid 
Administration and Enterprise Information Gloria Castro 
Office of Communications and Publishing Kent Swanjord 



SDCN History/Accomplishments 
 Start-up tasks  

1. Created introductory documents 
2. Developed maps of locations of Science Centers and 

Field Offices to identify the  
“Who, What & Where” 

3. Evaluated and summarized  
results from existing DM  
Surveys to identify common 
issues and themes 

4. Evaluated existing DM 
support to assess needs   

5. Completed reports outlining  
results and recommendations for each task, as well as 
an Executive Summary report 



SDCN History/Accomplishments 

 Created Public SDCN website at: 
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contac
ts.html 
 Contact list, charter, overview handout, presentation, 

and Executive Summary report available  

 Created internal SDCN Sharepoint site at: 
https://collaboration.usgs.gov/wg/sdcn/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 All final task reports and recommendations available 

Survey Name Years Surveys Conducted 
DataONE Scientists Survey 2011 
DataONE Data Managers Survey 2011 
IBIS Biodiversity Information Users‘ Survey 2011 
CDI Web Services Survey 2009-2010 
FGDC Geospatial (Data Services Survey) 2009 
GISIN Needs Assessment Survey 2007 
IT Business Strategy Review Manager Survey 2007 

http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
https://collaboration.usgs.gov/wg/sdcn/SitePages/Home.aspx


Current SDCN Focus 
 Change in effort from tasks  communication 
 Increased coordination among Regions,  

Mission Areas, offices 
 Expanded coverage 
 Built upon previous work 

 

 Continue to work with other groups within USGS involved 
in collaborative data management activities 
 Geospatial Liaisons network (NGP Partnerships Program) 
 Community for Data Integration (CDI) 
 CDI Data Management Working Group (DMWG) 
 Ocean Planning (formerly Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning) 
 Records Management Liaisons and Coordinators 



Current SDCN Focus 
 Promoting Open Data initiatives to meet government 

policies and directives 
 Focus on making federally-funded research more accessible 
 Executive Order: Making Open and Machine Readable the New 

Default for Government Information 
 OSTP policy: Increasing Access to the Results of Federally Funded  

Scientific Research  

 
 Part of this effort involves creating new  

and updating existing Survey policy and  
guidance to align with these requirements 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/05/09/executive-order-making-open-and-machine-readable-new-default-government-
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/05/09/executive-order-making-open-and-machine-readable-new-default-government-
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/ostp_public_access_memo_2013.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/ostp_public_access_memo_2013.pdf


Current SDCN Focus 

 Increasing awareness of existing efforts and 
coordinate activities 
 Collaborating with Records Management liaisons/officers 
 Identifying points of contact at each Science Center 
 Participating in evaluation of Science Data Exit Survey 
 Providing metadata to USGS Science Data Catalog (to be 

harvested by  data.doi.gov, data.gov, and OMB) and 
ScienceBase 
 Providing information for a Survey-wide lab portal 
 Evaluating results of the USGS Science & Data Managers 

Assessment 
 

http://data.doi.gov/
http://data.gov/


Current SDCN Focus 

 Increasing awareness of existing tools and support 
 USGS Data Management Website 
 Tools, best practices, recommended reading, points of contact 
 http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Data Management Training 
 http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/training.php  

http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/
http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/training.php


Current SDCN Focus 
 Increasing awareness of existing tools and support (cont.) 
 Metadata Wizard 
 ArcGIS Toolbox that allows for  

streamlined FGDC-CSDGM  
metadata creation/editing 
 Handles metadata conversion and  

exportation between Arc10 and  
FGDC-CSDGM  
 Automates much of the metadata creation process, allows for easy  

metadata template importation to save time and effort 
 https://www.sciencebase.gov/metadatawizard   

 Online Metadata Editor (OME) 
 Tool asks simple, jargon-free questions about your dataset and 

produces a FGDC-CSDGM metadata record 
 Login to start new records or upload and edit existing ones, save 

completed or ongoing records to the tool or directly to your desktop 
 http://mercury-ops2.ornl.gov/OME/  

https://www.sciencebase.gov/metadatawizard
http://mercury-ops2.ornl.gov/OME/


Current SDCN Focus 

 SDCN creates channels of communication where 
they are missing 
 With representation from each Mission Area, Region, 

and Office, SDCN provides a way to reach others 
beyond your usual sphere 
 Disseminates relevant information from inside and 

outside the Survey 
 Connect groups that are working on a similar problem 
 Help reduce redundencies 



For More Information 

Contact Us: 
 GS_SDCN@usgs.gov 
 Your SDCN Representative 
 

Visit Us Online: 
 Public website – contacts and general info  
 http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.

html 

 Internal Sharepoint site – detailed reports 
 https://collaboration.usgs.gov/wg/sdcn/SitePages/Home.aspx 

 
 

 

mailto:GS_SDCN@usgs.gov
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
http://www.usgs.gov/core_science_systems/csas/usgs_sdcn_contacts.html
https://collaboration.usgs.gov/wg/sdcn/SitePages/Home.aspx


  
      Science Data Coordinator Network 
 

Thank You  
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