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SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL FOR ACQUISITION UNDER
THE SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION THRESHOLD

1. Contracting Agency and Activity. The Department of the Interior, United States Geological
Survey Reston Acquisitions Branch, Reston, VA, plans to contract on a sole source basis. This
document sets forth the justification and approval as required by FAR 13.1 06-1(b)(1) “Only One
Source Reasonable Available”.

2. Nature of Action Being Approved. The USGS Maine Water Science Center has a
requirement for a firm fixed price contract for the purchase of a WATERLOG® H-3553
combined Bubbler with built in Pressure Sensor from Design Analysis.

3. Description of Supplies or Services. The WATERLOG® H-3553 is a combined Bubbler
with built in Pressure Sensor. The Pressure sensor is a NIST (National Institute of Standards and
Technology) traceable pressure sensor. The sensor directly measures dry gas with accuracy
better than 0.02% FSO. The H-3553 provides the highest purge pressure in the industry at 90
PSI pressure sensor with built in air compressor. Higher purge pressure has a better chance of
clearing a plugged line.

4. Estimated Dollar Value. $70,000

S. Statutory Authority. The proposed action may be awarded on a sole source basis in
accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1) “Only One Source Reasonable Available”.

6. Rationale Supporting Use of Citation in No. 5. Data quality is the foundation of the USGS.
Over the past 12 years the Maine office has been using Design Analysis exclusively for data
collection and gage height water level monitoring. Continuity and consistency of the data using
the same equipment is needed. Continuity and consistency of the data using the same equipment
is needed in order to accurately compare data received from the equipment to data receive from
the same equipment in previous years. Without the continuity in the data received, there may

be anomalies that bias or skew the data. This would affect decisions made using the data, which
could create a liability for USGS. The requested unit is part of a complete equipment monitoring
package for collecting water level data in adverse conditions.

Additionally, using another product would be far in excess of any savings to be achieved through
competition. The cost of changing systems would be three fold; learning new equipment,
physically installing the equipment, and building contacts within the technical support field of
the purchases company. To replace the entire data collection network in Maine would cost
approximately $900,000 for the equipment, $245,000 for installation, and $45,000 for learning
the new equipment. A complete change would cost approximately $1,190,000.

7. Other Information. N/A

8. The Efforts to Identify Additional Sources Including the Market Research Conducted.
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USGS HIF publications, industry publication, and internal testing were used to determine
limitation and comparable products.

9. Future Plans to Permit Competition. Getting a different unit other than WATERLOG will
not be cost effective due to having one hundred percent of our existing data collection network is
operated using Design Analysis data collection platforms. If data collections changes require
different equipment in the future we are willing to compete the requirement.

10. Recommendation Program Office

Based on the above explanation and requirements I recommend this acquisition be conducted on
a sole source basis and I certify that the above statements are true and correct.
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Gregoj;y///J . Stewart ’ '
Data Section Chief, Maine Office Date

11. Certifications from the Contracting Officer

a. GSA prices established are fair and reasonable in accordance with FAR 8.404(4d).
b. This justification is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Digitally signed by DAVID OUELLETTE '
DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=Department of the Interior,

AVI D O U E L L E I I E ou=Geological Survey, cn=DAVID OUELLETTE,
0.9.2342.19200300.100.1.1=14001001921431
Date: 2013.06.10 09:35:59 -04'00'
David P OQuellette, Contracting Officer Date

12. Concurrence by Competition Advocate > $25,000 (DIAPR 2008-10 Enhancing
Competition)
Digitally signed by JENNIFER FARRELL
J E N N I F E R DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=Department
of the Interior, ou=Geological Survey,
cn=JENNIFER FARRELL,
FA R R E L L 0.9.2342.19200300.100.1.1=14001000119299
Date: 2013.06.10 10:27:06 -04'00"

Jennifer Farrell, Bureau Competition Advocate Date
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