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 United States Department of the Interior

 
U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, Office of Acquisition and Grants

Reston, VA 20192


                                                                                                                                                        JUSTIFICATION & APPROVAL FOR OTHER THAN FULL & OPEN COMPETITION 

1.  Contracting Agency and Activity. The Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, Office of Acquisition and Grants, Reston Acquisition Branch, plans to contract on a sole source basis.  

2.  Nature of Action Being Approved.  The requested procurement is for award of a new Time and Material type contract to YSI, Inc. for a period of performance of one year after the date of award.
3.  Description of Supplies or Services.  The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Water Resources Division, Hydrologic Instrumentation Facility (HIF), request award of a non-competitive procurement to Sontek, Inc. for the purchase of calibration, maintenance repairs and replacement parts of several types of Sontek equipment.  These instruments are used to measure water velocity and flow rate.

4.  Estimated Dollar Value.  The estimated value of this procurement is $130,000 over one year.  

5.  Statutory Authority.  The proposed action may be awarded on a sole source basis in accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1).

6.  Rationale Supporting Use of Citation in No. 5.  YSI is the proprietary manufacturer of the Sontek equipment to be maintained.  YSI and Sontek were once separate companies; however, they were both bought by the same parent company, Xylem, during the last few years. Sontek has since merged their operations into the YSI, making them one entity. YSI possesses the technical knowledge and patents covering the design of the instruments and associated accessory items.  YSI is the exclusive authorized seller of repair parts and the only authorized repair facility for maintenance and repair of Sontek equipment. We request to sole source this requirement to YSI as it will provide a continuity of equipment and standardization of repair parts to an existing infrastructure.  They have the specialized tools and proprietary knowledge needed to correctly repair and calibrate the equipment.  Use of other manufacturers who do not have access to the technical knowledge and patents would compromise equipment repair and calibration, and adversely affect the quality of the data collected with the equipment.  
7.  Other Information.  The USGS HIF provides hydrologic instrumentation and equipment support, rentals, and servicing for USGS Water Science Centers and other Federal Agencies to facilitate the USGS mission to collect high quality water data that is used to make decisions on managing the Nations water resources.
8.  The Efforts to Identify Additional Sources Including the Market Research Conducted. YSI does not currently authorize any independent repair facilities to work on their products. They have NOT released their drawings and specifications to other companies that could provide repair services for Sontek products.  No other authorized repair facilities for Sontek equipment were found during a web search.  
9.  Future Plans to Permit Competition.   We will periodically contact YSI to determine if they have authorized any independent repair facilities. Future requirements will be completed to the maximum extent practical.
10.  Recommendation Program Office 
Based on the above, I recommend this acquisition be conducted on a sole source basis and certify the information above is true and accurate. 

_____________________________________
__________

Janice Fulford, Chief, HIF Testing Section
Date 

11.   Approval by the Contracting Officer in accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1) – only one responsible source:
The contracting officer has determined that the anticipated cost to the Government will be fair and reasonable by evaluation of prices previously paid for similar or like items. 

This justification is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

_____________________________________
__________

Kevin L. Weaver, Contracting Officer
Date 

_____________________________________
__________

Jennifer Farrell, Bureau Competition Advocate



   Date
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