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The number of unique (and total) visitors to the EROS Drought Monitoring 
interactive map service doubled from May to June after USGS publicly 
announced the 48-State expansion of Vegetation Drought Response Index 
maps.  (http://gisdata.usgs.gov/website/Drought_Monitoring)  Visitors from all 
domains showed increases, with significant increase from Government visitors 
increased by 40 percent and commercial visitors increased by 77 percent 
domains from May to June.  In a 2-month period (May/June), over 2 million maps 
(in a pdf format) were rendered from the web map service. 
  
An updated USGS EROS Web site, entitled Remote Sensing Phenology 
(http://phenology.cr.usgs.gov/) was released to the public on Friday, June 12, 
2009.  This Web site presents basic information about generating phenological 
indicators from satellite data, vegetation indices, USGS EROS phenology metrics 
methods, challenges, validation, etc. Most importantly, it provides links to a 
database of nine phenological metrics for a 19-year history for the conterminous 
U.S. 
 
On July 7, Secretary Salazar distributed a press release featuring USGS 
historical remote sensing phenology data in connection with his testimony on 
climate before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 
USGS Releases Remote Sensing Data on Annual Biological Cycles: 
Salazar Announces Satellite Data on Nature's Timing Can 
Help Track Climate Change 
This press release highlights the availability of the USGS/EROS remote sensing 
phenology data for the conterminous U.S. via the web  
(http://phenology.cr.usgs.gov/) 
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