The Department of Reality Show Regulation

To determine the amounts reported on the Recoveries line of the Statement of Budgetary Resources, accounting staff within the Reports branch of the agencies CFO office instructed the nine bureaus to provide data on excel spread sheets. There was minimal guidance on the types of adjustments to include other than the data should amounts reported in SGL accounts 4871 – Downward Adjustments of Prior-Year Unpaid Unexpended Obligations, and 4971 – Downward Adjustments of Prior-Year Unpaid Expended Authority.

Each of the bureaus used different automated systems, none of which included SGL data for 4871 or 4971. To come up with the information each of the bureaus used various procedures and queries to extract the information. Some of the bureaus wrote data extraction programs to obtain the data, one bureau maintained a separate ancillary system to maintain the information, one bureau did not try to extract the information from the accounting data, but instead requested the information from the procurement division. Only one of the bureaus had formal written procedures for gathering the information. 
After the data was obtained the bureaus performed various manual reviews to determine if the data met their criteria for downward adjustments and submitted it to the CFO’s office. 

Once the data was received in the CFO’s office, no one reviewed the data to ensure its completeness or accuracy. Additionally, when the data was received a person from the CFO’s office added disbursement information from expired funds. The disbursement information was calculated from summary general ledger, but there was no process documentation on the rational for this process.
