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Key Increases

The President’s FY 2012 Budget Proposal for the USGS

National Land Imaging +$48.0 million
A new account is proposed for Landsat missions. Landsat furthers the Department of the
Interior’s important role in land and remote sensing under the President’s National Space
Policy and provides invaluable data for land use and climate change research. The new
account will include funding for current satellites (Landsats 5 and 7); the Landsat Data
Continuity Mission (Landsat 8), which is scheduled to launch in December 2012; and
the development of Landsats 9 and 10, through a continuous Landsat program that will
ensure data continuity in the future.

Ecosystem Restoration +$12.0 million
America’s Great Outdoors is the President’s signature conservation initiative. The goal
of the initiative is to protect and restore the health, heritage, natural resources, and social
and economic value of some of the nation’s most significant ecosystems. The USGS
plays a vital role in the development and implementation of the America’s Great
Outdoors initiative, working in collaboration with other Department of the Interior
bureaus and Federal agencies. Particular focus is given to the important and iconic
ecosystems, with targeted increases for the Chesapeake Bay (+$4.6 million), Great
Lakes (+$3.5 million), Columbia River (+$1.4 million), Upper Mississippi River (+$1.0
million) and Puget Sound (+1.5 million). This includes the USGS’ role in the Asian Carp
Control Framework to detect and understand this invasive fish and develop chemical
control tools.

DOI Climate Science Center +$11.0 million
The USGS will complete the network of Department of the Interior Climate Science
Centers, as called for in Secretarial Order 3289. The planned network of eight DOI
Climate Science Centers will provide fundamental science and tools to landscape
conservation cooperatives and to national and cultural resource managers. The centers
focus on understanding landscape stressors related to climate change and designing
adaptation strategies at a regional level. At the proposed funding level, the Northeast,
South Central, and Pacific Islands Climate Science Centers will be established.

Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning +$4.5 million
The Department of the Interior has substantial coastal and ocean resource management
responsibilities and a critical role in implementing the Administration's National Ocean
Policy. The USGS will continue leading the development of a national information
management system for coastal, oceanic and Great Lake resources. This involves
conducting a number of efforts important in managing resources with other Federal,
State, tribal, and regional partners. Efforts include constructing a prototype Coastal and
Marine Spatial Planning Internet portal for the Gulf of Mexico, developing modeling
tools to forecast coastal vulnerability to projected sea level rise and predicted coastal
storms, and establishing data standards and undertaking gap analysis to target future
priority data collection activities.

For more detailed information on the President’s proposed USGS FY 2012 budget,

visit http://www.usgs.gov/budget/2012/2012index2.asp
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