USGS Director Mark Myers Draft Talking Points at the

USGS National Water Science Meeting

January 23, 10:45 – 11:00 a.m.

Format:  15-20 minute presentation with remaining time for Q&A with audience.  Bob Hirsch will be introducing you.  

Talking Points

· Good morning.

· It is a pleasure to be here this morning to speak to you, the leadership of USGS Water Science Centers.  

· I admire the excellent hydrologic science you and your staffs perform year in and year out in service to the Nation.  
[Mark – not sure if you have any anecdotal stories about using USGS streamgaging/groundwater/water quality, etc. info from your days as State Geologist]

· You have a long history (more than 100 years) of collecting and providing the Nation with streamflow data and information that is essential to decision makers, businesses, landowners, and recreationists to name a few.  

· You represent 48 USGS Water Science Centers throughout the country, and, as such, you have the unique privilege and opportunity of being members of National, regional, State, and local hydrologic communities.  

· You have strengthened relationships with more than 1400 partners to address the concerns of communities, cities, and States about the future of our Nation’s water resources.  

· These State, Tribes, and local partners contribute, on average, $2 for every $1 of Federal funding for the $200 million Cooperative Water Program.  
· While this is a remarkable endorsement of the quality of your work, I am also aware of the tremendous budgetary pressures and challenges you face that have resulted in shrinking staffs impeding the ability to replace the highly skilled employees as they retire or leave the survey.
· I want you to know that I’ve made it a priority to try to reverse these adverse internal staffing trends, despite our budgetary constraints. 
· Recently, I’ve had the opportunity to meet with the representatives from the National stakeholder organizations who continue to remain very vocal in supporting your programs. I have been impressed by their dedication and keen understanding and support for the USGS Water programs and the active role they have taken to underscore the critical importance of your work to both the Members of Congress and the public-at-large.  
· Because of your National stature and your partnership with State and local communities, you will play a critical and leading role in implementing the breadth of the USGS Science Strategy.  
· One of the things I like about the science strategy is that the issues facing the Nation in the next 50 years - - climate change, energy, hazards, water, health and ecosystems - - all are directly interrelated and all have tangible impacts on us as individuals and as a Nation.

· It also provides a framework for our science planning; and gives us an opportunity to leverage existing and seek new resources to conduct the science needed to address future societal challenges.

· The strategy is also multidisciplinary in nature.  It is founded on many prior outside reviews of USGS science, notably the 2001 National Academy of Sciences report “Future Roles and Opportunities for the U.S. Geological Survey,” highlighting the fact that the USGS should place more emphasis on multi-scale, multidisciplinary, integrative projects that address priorities of national scale. 

· I have seen the successful data integration and accessibility effort illustrated within the water discipline. The added value to the data we collect is seen through the integration of different data sets and the availability of this data and metadata to our scientists, stakeholders, and the general public. 

· This data integration allows for enhanced data discovery and the creation of new data delivery tools and products while maintaining the consistent use of metadata. 
· All of our scientists, stakeholders, and the general public should be able to find and obtain our data holdings and know its meaning and quality. 

· The integration of water quality data, groundwater data, and streamflow data across the 48 water science centers serves as an example of a successful data integration model that can and should be replicated across the Survey. 

· This does not mean there is not a role for pure hydrologic science. Accordingly, the Academy also pointed out problems which do not require a broad, integrative, multidisciplinary research framework should not be overlooked. 
· However, many current earth-science problems are most effectively faced in a multidisciplinary manner.   

· The last point I’ll make about the USGS science strategy is the opportunity it provides you in your discussions with cooperators and stakeholders.  The draft plan articulates a vision for the future that you, as members of local and State hydrologic communities, can bring to the table.  

· For example, “Climate Variability and Change” is one of the priority science areas described in the science plan. 

· Already California and Arizona have legislation requiring that water resource planning include explicit consideration of possible climate change.  I encourage you to seek opportunities to assist your States, tribes, and local governments plan for their future water supply under conditions of hydroclimatic uncertainty.  This is a complex problem for which the USGS is uniquely well-situated.  

· You can build on work by many hydrologic researchers in the USGS who have made tremendous contributions to hydroclimatic effects of climate change.  
   These include: 

· Rob Striegl and Kim Wickland’s study of changes in carbon export to air and water in the Yukon Basin in a warming climate;

· Julio Betancourt’s studies of the Colorado River Basin paleo-record and formation of a National Phenology Network;

· Yousif Kharaka’s studies about geochemical issues in geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide;

· Eric Sundquist’s studies of the role of terrestrial systems in the global carbon cycle;

· Noah Knowles’ projections of inundation due to sea level rise in the San Francisco Bay, and his analyses of increased rainfall and decreased snowfall; 

· Mike Dettinger’s and Dan Cayan’s descriptions of changing precipitation and runoff in the western U.S. and implications for water-resource management;

· Chris Milly’s studies of the hydrologic component of global climate modeling and his predictions of 21st century changes in runoff; and

· Greg McCabe’s descriptions of climatic factors related to decadal and interannual drought occurrence in the conterminous United States.

· You can continue to promote the value of long-term streamgaging, groundwater level and water quality networks in your State. The stability of these long-term networks is exceedingly important for climate change studies.

· You can help improve predictions about changes in rainfall, snowfall and snowmelt, runoff, ground-water levels, ice, and the carbon cycle.

· You can help build data sets to explore and calibrate global climate models. 

· These are just a few examples of how we can best continue to integrate our data in new and relevant ways. 

· By continuing to explore new ways and opportunities to apply, integrate and make accessible those long-term data sets you continue to build on, we must also continue to ensure and protect the integrity of that data through vigilant improvements in our IT security infrastructure. 
· USGS’s reputation as depends on our sound, unbiased, and reliable science and research.

· Every employee throughout the USGS plays an important role in helping the Department of Interior and other federal, state and local land and resource managers make educated and informed water resource management decisions amidst uncertain conditions.  

· In short, you can help our bureau play a leading role in scientific support for the Nation’s water policy and management.  

· By working together, we can do what it takes to get the job done.

· You certainly have a very robust agenda for this meeting and I look forward to attending some of today’s sessions and learning more about the work you are doing across the landscape.

· Thank you.
