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Slide One: Introduction/Title 
As the Nation's largest water, earth, and biological science and civilian mapping agency, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) collects, monitors, analyzes, and provides scientific understanding about natural resource conditions, issues, and problems.  The diversity of our scientific expertise enables us to carry out large-scale, multi-disciplinary investigations and provide impartial scientific information to resource managers, planners, and other customers. 
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Slide Two: USGS Office Locations
127 Years of Experience (1879)

More than 9,000 Employees

More than 6,000 Scientists

340 Locations

3 Regions

$1.4 Billion Annual Budget

50 Active International MOU’s

1,000 International Trips / Year

$20M+ Annual International 
Reimbursements (mostly from 
other U.S. Government agencies) 
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Slide Three: USGS Disciplines
Societal needs are rarely addressed by a single discipline and as a result, scientists at the USGS are frequently studying areas that overlap.  In order to maximize the effectiveness of scarce budget resources, there is a great interest in pursuing interdisciplinary science. 

The Geology Discipline is proud of its outstanding history of addressing the needs of the Nation for accurate and timely information and research on geologic hazards, resources, and geologic processes. For more than 120 years, we have provided essential scientific information, research, and products to aid the economic development and management of the Nation's earth resources and to reduce the human and monetary effects of natural disasters. 

The Hydrology Discipline provides reliable, impartial, timely information that is needed to understand the Nation's water resources. Scientists actively promote the use of this information by decision makers to -- 

· Minimize loss of life and property as a result of water-related natural hazards, such as floods, droughts, and land movement. 

· Effectively manage ground-water and surface-water resources for domestic, agricultural, commercial, industrial, recreational, and ecological uses. 

· Protect and enhance water resources for human health, aquatic health, and environmental quality. 

· Contribute to wise physical and economic development of the Nation's resources for the benefit of present and future generations. 

The Biology Discipline works with partners, stakeholders, and customers to provide the scientific understanding and technologies needed to support the sound management and conservation of our Nation's biological resources. A fundamental part of the mission is to make data and information on the Nation's biological resources more accessible to decision makers and the general public. 

The Geography Discipline confronts some of the most pressing natural resource and environmental issues of our Nation. Observing the Earth with remote sensing satellites, USGS geographers monitor and analyze changes on the land, study connections between people and the land, and provide society with relevant science information to inform public decisions. 


The Geospatial Information Discipline engages partners throughout the geospatial community in its planning and in ensuring that its unified portfolio meets the needs of those on the landscape. By connecting the components of The National Map (integrated base data), FGDC (coordination, policy, and standards), and Geospatial One-Stop (information discovery and access), and by embracing and communicating the message of the importance of the NSDI, the geospatial community and the Nation will realize the vision of “current and accurate geospatial data will be available to contribute locally, nationally, and globally to economic growth, environmental quality and stability, and social progress.” 
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Slide Four: Budget Alignment

If the budget structure is not aligned with the organization’s structure, something as simple as properly funding the organizations regional structure represented in this case by trying to park the car a garage may prove to be a challenge.

· Dollars must follow the structure to maximize effectiveness.  USGS program funding is generally aligned by discipline which is a challenge for interdisciplinary research in a regional structure.

· The budget must be accountable to the regional structure and resources allocated to maximize value and make the science usable to decision makers at all levels of government.   

· Much of the science we do at the USGS looks to the future in support of long-term national policy, but short-term outcomes are frequently the focus of societal needs. 

Office of Budget and Performance

The USGS Office of Budget and Performance (OBP) aligns USGS issues, strategies, and funding with the strategic planning, priorities, and policy of the Administration, Department of the Interior, and Congress. The OBP integrates the three themes of budget development, planning and performance management, and regional coordination and communication via functional teams: 

Budget Formulation and Execution Team — Provides guidance to senior managers in formulating annual budget requests, analyzes budget initiative proposals to ensure they comport with bureau and Department policy, and communicates those proposals to the Department, OMB, and the Congress. Allocates funds received from Treasury to appropriate discipline accounts, monitors and reports expenditures and ensures compliance with Federal financial regulations.
Planning and Performance Management Team — Grows awareness, develops understanding, recommends strategy, and supports managerial cost accounting to ensure USGS compliance with Executive and Legislative Branch mandates for budget and performance integration and program performance accountability to preserve the public trust.
Regional Team — Provides principal liaison between USGS regions and Interior bureaus’ counterparts on integrated science, crosscuts (e.g., Everglades), and place-based studies. Serves as a nexus for integration and communication of regional integrated science and discipline-based funding in the development of funding initiatives, budget justifications, and performance metrics.

